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IndiaBioscience

IndiaBioscience is a program that serves as a catalyst to promote changes in the culture and
practice of the life sciences in India. By engaging with academia, government, and industry at
various levels, it promotes advancements, collaborations and conversations among various
stakeholders. The inaugural Young Investigators' Meeting in Thiruvananthapuram in 2009
laid the foundation for the formation of IndiaBioscience.

The annual Young Investigators’ Meeting (YIM) brings together exceptional young investigators,
postdoctoral fellows, mentors, and senior scientists, heads of institutes, and representatives from
funding agencies for four and a half days of discussions and interactions focusing on science and
careers in a broad range of disciplines of biology, as well as mentorship and networking.




Across 17 years, YIMs have been held at different locations across India,
with a meeting format that hosts special talks, mentor talks, poster

y oung sessions and panel discussions to foster discussions on important and
Z nvestigato rs’ relevantissues, and opportunities in the life science ecosystem in India.
M eeti ng These include starting a research group, academic publishing, grants and

funding, interdisciplinary research, collaborations and mentorship,
diversity, equity and inclusion, among many others.

Each year, the meeting brings together 40 Young Investigators (Yls) and 40 postdoctoral
fellows (PDFs), and also adapts to include new features and sessions relevant to doing
contemporary life science research.

The PDF Satellite Meeting at YIM allows postdoctoral fellows to understand the life science
research ecosystem in India, and meet directors and vice-chancellors from institutes and
universities across the country, all in one place.

In doing so, YIM brings together postdoctoral fellows from India and abroad with young
investigators and mentors (mid/senior scientists) to promote new connections and facilitate a
first-hand experience on building and establishing a research group in India.

Over the years, YIM has enabled young scientists in India connect, collaborate and exchange
ideas to advance their research pursuits and expand their professional opportunities.




Starting of the YIMs

The idea of YIMs was first discussed in 2007 at a dinner
conversation between Ron Vale (who was on sabbatical
at the National Centre for Biological Sciences,
Bengaluru) and three young faculty members who felt
the need to have a platform for like-minded scientists to
meet and discuss common challenges and ideas.

“After that dinner,” says Vale, who is now Vice President and Executive
Director of the Janelia Research Campus at the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute, “it struck me that the need was probably greater than these few
individuals | had dinner with. There were probably similar conversations
that needed to be held all over India.”

Anecdotes from participants

“The organising team went over and beyond to make the event a
huge success. We enjoyed the hospitality by IndiaBioscience. The
networking opportunities and ideas exchanged were unique at
YIM, and different from other scientific conferences.”

“The informational webinar and pre-event huddle were excellent and
very timely. These events prepared us very well to know what to
expect in YIM 2024 and how we can be better prepared to make full
use of opportunity. Childcare grants were very important for the
participants who were caring for their young ones.”
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.@“A 40 Young investigators

=1

=i 40 Postdoctoral fellows

ﬁ'ﬂ 6-7 Mentors from India and 3-4 international mentors

2 20+ Institute heads and representatives

Across 17 YIMs:

Q?OA 650+ Young investigators !:'1 52+ Organisers
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S 640+ Postdoctoral fellows - 65+ Mentors
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Key Highlights

ey~ Mentor talks @ Special talks
8 40 Panel discussions Q@ Diverse locations
L’@b Breakout sessions R Diverse participation
‘H“% Poster sessions %e Supports sustainability
272 PDF lightning talks Frey Inclusivity across

¥ career stage and gender
;'?n:. Institutional talks

@/ Support for and promotion of

12 Mini-workshops traditional regional art and artists

2~ EMBO Global Lecture Series Stalls/booths/talks by representatives

of supporting organisations

)

f@ Networking sessions

EMBO , , IndiaBioscience childcare grants
- A selected YIM applicant (Young Investigator/
' ’ Postdoctoral Fellow), speaker, mentor, organiser, resource

Childcare Grant?“ personnel, or workshop trainer (irrespective of gender)
can apply for this grant as parents/legal guardians.

%l DEPARTMENT OF BIOTECHNOLOGY

N e oot iadmolony Other supporting organisations




Regional Young Investigators’

Meetings (RYIMs) over the years YI M I mpa o § / Outcomes

2023
Srinagar

9 and 2025
Delhi NCR

Regional Young Investigators’
Meetings (RYIMs)

Regional meeting grants to support
local networking and collaboration

Mumbai

Pune &8
2024 Vishakapatnam

Scan to view details about
the RYIM 2025-2026 grants
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oS

~ Chennai
i 2025

....1‘\"*

Bengaluru

Qay
.'s' 5
X

Interactive database of

life science researchers in India
This resource is an interactive map
showing the geo-distribution of life
science researchers in our database.

784 Young :
Investigators I}‘ :
W

) {. d
. ‘E

Mentor talks

Every year at the YIM, mid/senior
scientists (mentors) describe their
scientific journeys providing
inspirational as well as amusing
anecdotes about their experiences
with establishing scientific careers.

= .
E '_. View mentor talks
- 2=1. from previous YIMs
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Of eyt Grants

The IndiaBioscience
Outreach Grants were
initiated to provide seed funding to young
researchers to step out of their labs and build
stronger connections with the broader public

through innovative science outreach efforts.
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YIM Impact/Outcomes

Results from the nation-wide
Yl survey to understand
challenges faced by life science
researchers in India
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JOYI: Journey of a Young Investigator Jouney
The e-collection celebrates the stories of young O: -
investigators attending YIMs from 2018-2023 %ung

4

I investigator <

2021-2023 }r
g&

Rewind to the
JYoung
investigators'
M eeting Seiies

(2009-2024) M

Rewind to the Young Investigators’

Meeting series (2009-2024)

This e-compendium celebrates the journey of scientists
who have attended Young Investigators' Meetings (YIM)
since the first meeting in 2009 to 2024.

Y1 101: A peer guide for early-career Young Investigator

faculty in the life sciences in India e

The e-book is a peer guide for early-career faculty to p w
navigate starting out as a Yl in India. |







IndiaBioscience
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IThtl 2 tu t 12 Postdoctoral Fellow Satellite Meeting
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b ey el Jan 7-8 2012 Taj Gateway, Jodhpur 10"- 13" February 2013
5 geiat ' bt you ' : . GETERGET
Young Investigator Meeting

the 3rd Young Irv

igator Meeting

Jan 8-11, 2012

Application deadline: 1* September 2012
panet @icuilens o8 0
sucass. T thest

TheYOUNZ e meers con e
Investigators

at Estuary Islan

e Meeting

th

The fifth edition of the Young Investigators Meeting will be held in Jodhpur -

India’s very own blue city. If you are a senior postdoctoral fellow,
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The Young I
India’s best e

tigators’ Meeting brings together

days of interactions focusing °
on biology and eareers in Indian science.

1 SEPTEMBER 2016

Investigators’

8.1 Young .
Meeting 2017

Investigators’
Meeting 2016

| NVESTIGATORS’
JT]EETING

@
young

2018

2015

- 10 YEARS OF YIM
| & TAKING THE PULSE OF BIOLOGY IN INDIA
- NNTTED SPEAKERS 27 FEB - 0ZMAR, 2016

HERITAGE VILLAGE RESORT & SPA MAMESAR

GURGADN, DELHI
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ED SPEAKERS
eeta Bal, NIl
Sudha Bhattacharya, JNU
Jyotsna Dhawan, CCMB
Anthony Hyman, MPI-CEG
Gagandeep Kang, CMC
Judith Kimble, UW-Madison
Anindya Rana Sinha, NIAS
Pradip Sinha, /1T Kanpur

APPLICATION
DEABLINE
o1 OCT 2018

! Srinagar

= of recruitment and mentaoring of Yis in India
sources and collaborations for better science
+ PhD and Postdoctoral training in India

+ Future of Ingian Bialogical Science

{ 1.5 Shashidhara

2 Hon Vale
K ¥ijayRaghavan iswas, BITS Goa

Sudha Rajamani. ISER Pune

LS SHASHIDHARA, ISER Pune
RON VALE, UCSF, USA
SATYAJIT MAYOR, NEBS

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 15 OCT 2017
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March 2019
Guwahati -

Investigators’
Meeting 2022

The (virtual) Young Investigators' Meeting (YIM)
will bring together India's best early-career life
science researchers, postdoctoral fellows from
around the world with renowned Indian and Inter-
national scientists and administrators for interac-
tions spanning seven days focussing on biology

Last date to apply:

. ‘Investigators Last date to ar

' Meeting 2021

17-19 March 2021

Investigators’ ‘_»

Organisers

Felix Bast, Central University of Punjab - Bathinda
Megha, 70U - Bengaluru

Mohit Kumar Jolly, /ISc - Bengaluru

Shantala Hari Dass, indiaBioscience

13-17

. , and research careers in science in India. Feb 2023
Meetin 2020 Application deadline: IBSBnardMer:hers R B
Invited Speakers LS Shashidhara, Rashina Bhandari, Ron Vale,
iy | L 2
g 7 February 2021 \ Manoj Prasad, NIPGR - New Dethi  Roop Mallik, Satyaijit Mayor z E 1 Gandhinagar
Tk Swati Patankar, /1T - Bombay oL
] Vishwesha Guttal, /iSc - Bengaluru nve Stl g ato r's g

R
+ panel discussions, networking session, informal APy here: wos://indabiscioncs.orp/meetings/yim-202

breakout sessions

Investigators’
Meeting 2019

Meeting 2023

+ interactions with institutional representations at

Lastdate toapply: 15 October 2022
a leeting

The (virtual) Young investigators'Meeting will bring together
India’s best early-career researchers, and postdoctoral fellows
working across the globe for three days of interaction with
renowned Indian and international scientists and administrators,
focused on biology research and careers in India.

Apply Here: bit.ly/YIM2023

‘SHAIOLA M, Mickral Fames Univarity
SUDITA MATTLTIFR - Maariial
LA VUATRAGIH AR, - g

INVITED SPEAKERS

ORGANISERS

IMROZE KHAN, Ashoka University -
KARISHMA KAUSHIK, Savitribai Ph
SHANTALA HARI DASS, I
SMITA JAIN, IndiaBios
VASUDHARANI DEVANATHAN, IISER Tirupati

Organisers
Dhiraj Bhatia, IIT Gandhinagar
Nishad Matange, IISER Fune

Invited Speakers
Anirban Banerjee, /IT Bombay
Anne Spang, Universitit Basel

Universitit Géttingen

ks on sclence communication and out

Madhya Pradesh

Application Deadline
1 November 2023

Apply Here
bitly/YIMzoza
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am IndiaBioscience
SASTRA Deemed tobe
Varun Chausdhary. NSER Bhopal

IndiaBioscience Board Members

L5 Shashidhara, Rashna Bhanda
Ron Vale, Roop Mallik, Satyaiit Mayar

Invited Speakers

Abhijit Majumder, 1T Bombay

Andrew Lynn, INU. New Delhi

Anindita Bhadra, ISER

Cesar A, Ramirez-Sarmiento,

Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile
Rameay Bhat, 15, Bangalore

Frederic Berger, Gregar Mendel Institute of
Molecilar Plant Austria
R.Mahalakshmi_ ISER Bhopal

Ritu Trived, €51R - CORI, Lucknow
Senjuti Saha, Child Health Research Foundation,
Bangladesh

discussions | Breakout session | Informal networking session g5 BOARD
LS SHASHIDHARA, RASHNA BHANDAR,

RON VALE, ROOP MALLIK, SATYAJIT MAYOR

https://indiabioscience.org/meetings/yim-2021
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vaestigators'
Meeting 2025

gators' Meeting (YIM)

Rohini Garg. Shiv Na

IndiaBioscience Board Members

Krishnaveni Mishra, LS Shashidhara,
Rashna Bhandari, Ron Vale,
Roop Mallik, Satyajit Mayor

Invited Speakers
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Julie Welburn, The

kshaps in Fatehabad, Agra. The poste
designed by Moumita Mazumdar @@MoumiMazumdar
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Pune

= Apply Here
bit.ly/YIMzoz6
Investigators'
c Application deadline
Meeting 2026 10 October 2025
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Praveen Kumar Vemula,

Organising Commritiee

Ratna Ghosal, Ahmedabad University
Shantala Hari Dass, [ndinBioscience
IndiaBioscience Board

LS Shashidhara, Rashna Bhandari,
Ron Vale, Roop Mallik, Satyajit Mayor

Dt by Mo Maremdr | W @MosmMarumdar

Carsten Janke, Institut Curie, Paris

Hema Somanathan, [ISER TVM
Krishnaveni Mishra, University of Hyderabad
Tamal Das, TIFR Hyderabad

Thomas Pucadyil, [ISER Pune

Varsha Singh, [ISc Bangalore

or partnerships related to YIM 2026, contact us at hello@indiabioscience.org

Q

IndiaBioscience

oy
o @ www.indiabioscience.org F%

Concept: Karishma Kaushik and Manijula Harikrishna | Content: Manjula Harikrishna | Design and layout: Moumita Mazumdar


http://www.indiabioscience.org/
http://www.indiabioscience.org/

